
14.  Less is more    

I absolutely love paintings that fall into the category I call 
“less is more”.  I have been working in this direction for 
years.  Every time I go out on location, I try to paint the 
essence of what is there and not take in the entire scene.  I 
usually accomplish this by observing the scene and 
selecting the most appealing subject.  If I am excited about 
the subject, my work shows this enthusiasm.  I pick the 
theme and apply all my energy into that area and either 
leave out or simplify the rest of the subjects.


Materials:

*HB pencil

*Archival ink pen, I used a Staedler, Mars Graphic black pen

*140# cold press watercolor paper

*Watercolors


Step one....drawing the scene


This lesson was filmed live in Nerja, 
Spain, 2019.  This is a busy city on 
the Mediterranean Sea with lovely 
shops and a beach.   This was my 
practice drawing that I did with no 
pencil drawing, just diving right in 
with my permanent black pen.  I 
chose a street scene and tried to 
simplify the interpretation.   This 
could be the mantra for most 
paintings, it is better to ask, “what 

can I leave out rather than what can I add”.  


On the 15 minute live on location drawing, I drew over 
an under painting of old world colors made with 
quinacridone gold, quinacridone burnt orange and 
indigo blue.  Again, I did the sketch with no pencil lines. 
The sound on the video was spotty so we left in some 
live  parts and the rest was completed with voice overs.  
When painting “en plein air”, you experience the 
changing light, birds chirping, kids running, music 
playing, wind howling and so much more.  




Step two....painting the drawing.


First of all, I introduce previous paintings I have done in 
this style of less is more.  Then i paint over my morning 
on location practice drawing in the comfort of my 
make-shift studio in Spain.  I chose limited colors and 
concentrated on developing good values only in the 
interest area.  The areas I painted formed a cruciform 
placement of the interest subject.  I added some red 
color for a little punch.





This painting I decided to use more color. These all 
white buildings in Spain can be frustrating when you 
want to use color, so I just let the color flow.  


Step three....a startling event inspired me to finish this painting by using a new 
app.


This is the new app....Mobile Monet.  It is $1.99 in your 
App Store.  I found it very easy to use and in my quest 
to put the final touches on my painting, I found this app 
very helpful.  My friend Mary Jane shared this app at just 
the moment I was struggling to finish this painting.  I 
selected one of my reference photos and put it in the 
app.  As you will see in the subsequent final painting, 



this app saved my painting.   The first thing this app does is take your photo and 
reduce the image to three values.  Then you can select the parts of the image 
that you want to add or delete color.  This unique way to select the parts you 
want to add color Is perfect for this “less is more” concept.  You can play around 
with your images on your I-Pad and explore possibilities that have great values 
and then select the areas to emphasize with color.   Fun, fun, fun!





These three photos show the first value sketch that happens when you put your 
photo into this Mobile Monet app, the second photo shows how I only painted in 
my interest area.  The third photo shows how adding the red lettering over the 
awnings really finished the painting.


Step four...finishing the painting on my return home from Spain.


This photo shows the final interpretation I painted 
after I played around with my new app, the Mobile 
Monet.  I added the intense reds over the awnings 
and some additional red highlights.  




The initial colors in this second painting were so 
bright that I layered the complementary color of  
permanent magenta over the bright colors.  This 
layering tool and the final addition of the lettering 
over the awning also put the final touches on this 
painting.  


These are some of my “less is more” paintings over the years of International 

travel.  The first two are the backyard of a pub in Ireland; the third photo is a 

small village in Provence.  The first photo is in Bulgaria; the second photo is a 
small village in Spain and the third photo is in a flower market in France.  






This first picture is a little slice 
of life in the city of Cortona, 
Italy.  The next painting is the 
San Marco Basilica in Venice.  
I really enjoyed painting these 
on location because I didn’t 
have to do all the details, just 
the interest area.



